
INTERPHASE INDUSTRIES

INSTALLATION OF MANTEL SHELF OR THREE PIECE FULL MANTEL

Equipment needed for drywall location: Hammer, nailset, electric drill, drillbits, woodscrews at least 3 ½” long (7 total), 3 for shelf and 2 each for legs (coarse-thread drywall screws work well) or nails at least 3 ¾” long (screws are preferred), molly bolt anchors with lag bolts, or drywall anchors, 3 mounting boards (3pcs 4ft long 1 x 2’s  material is preferred), 2” finishing nails, level, stud finder “Liquid Nails” construction adhesive or equivalent and wood fill putty.

For brick location: Masonry drill and heavy-duty masonry anchors and companion bolts or screws that will extend 1 ¾” outside the anchor ( for mounting board) when fully screwed into anchor.  Use at least three to mount cap and 2 for each leg.

General sequence of steps is to momentarily position mantel on fireplace in order to locate where mounting board (s) will go, than install mounting board (s), then install mantel.

Step1: Assemble the mantel shelf and legs by locating and inserting the dowel pins in the legs in the  pre-drilled holes located in the bottom edge of the mantel shelf.

Step2: Set mantel in place on the wall.  Align center of mantel with center of fireplace face.  Check to be sure top mantel is level.  If installing a mantel shelf only of a flat wall, place it at your preferred height---top is typically 50” to 72” from floor.  Be sure lowest part of wood is 12” or more above firebox opening (see “safety” below).

Step3: On your wall , lightly mark across to mantel, and if full mantel, down the outside of legs.

Step4: Set mantel aside.  If the back edge of plywood shelf is ¾” thick, draw a line parallel to the mantel-top line.  This line indicates the position of the top of the cap mounting board.  If the back edge of the plywood shelf is 1 ½” thick draw a ling 1 17/32” parallel to the mantel top line.  If a full mantel, also draw lines parallel to the outside-of-leg lines at 25/32” inside of them.  These lines indicate positions of outside edges of legs mounting boards.

Step5: Attach cap mounting board to wall using both “Liquid Nail” and drywall screws.  Or use masonry anchors if brick or stone surface.  Use the large screws or anchors into all studs covered by mounting board, and use no less than 3 fastener for a mounting board.  If no studs present behind drywall, use molly bolts spaced every 12” along length of mounting board.  Attach leg mounting boards the same way, using at least 2 screws, or dry wall anchors, molly bolts (if no stud is there), or anchors (if necessary).

Step6:  Fit mantel over mounting board (s) and check that fits snug to wall.  If any adjustments to the mounting board (s) are needed, do this now.  Pre-drill nail holes ½” from the wall every 6 inches across top of cap and along outside of legs where they overlap mounting boards (using drill slightly narrower than the finishing nails), than attach the mantel to the mounting board (s) using both “Liquid Nails” all along the mounting board (s) and then the finishing nails.  With a hammer and nailset, bury each nail head.  Fill all nail holes with woodfill putty.  Allow glue to dry for several hours before placing weight on mantel.

Step7: (Full Mantel) Trim the inside edge of the mantel with the trim supplied to cover the gap between the fireplace facing and the back edge of the mantel.  

Step8:  No drywall is normally plumb to the back edge of mantel, therefore it will be necessary to caulk between mantel an wall prior to painting.

Saftey considerations: Do not put heavy weight on mantel.  Over 25 pounds is not recommended.  Do not let children pull on mantel.  Prior to installation check local fire code instructions from manufacturer of fireplace insert or stove for proper clearance of wood mantel part from firebox.  Interphase industries cannot be responsible for incorrect installation of mantels.
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